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Link Community Charter School Completes Expansion to K–8 Program 
 
Newark, NJ — Excitement filled the halls of Link Community Charter School in Newark, NJ this fall as the 
school officially completed its long-planned expansion to become a Kindergarten through Grade 8 learning 
community. 
 
The milestone marks a significant step forward for Link and its surrounding community, underscoring the 
school’s commitment to providing a continuous, high-quality education from early childhood through the 
middle school years. 
 
The multi-year expansion began in 2021 with the addition of kindergarten to the existing grades 5–8. 
Approved by the New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE), the plan added one grade each year, 
concluding this past fall with the introduction of Grade 4. 
 
Link’s growth builds on a long tradition of educational innovation. Founded in 1969 by the Sisters of St. 
Dominic of Caldwell as Project Link for students in Grades 7 and 8, the school became Link Community 
Charter School in 2014 and soon expanded to include Grades 5 and 6. With students entering from more 
than 30 different elementary schools—many low-performing, school leaders identified a need to begin 
working with children earlier to strengthen academic foundations and support long-term success. 
 
To mark the milestone, Link hosted a ribbon-cutting event with current 4th graders who have attended Link 
since kindergarten, Link staff, and LCCS Board members Richard Marhsall and Melissa Boucaud, and Link 
Education Partners Board members David Ferry and Rob Failla. 
 
“We’re thrilled to open this next chapter in our school’s story,” said Maria Pilar Paradiso, Head of School. 
“This expansion allows us to provide continuity, stability, and a strong sense of community for our students.”  
Principal Hannah M. Kennedy added, “As a full K–8 school, Link is now better equipped to prepare scholars 
for competitive high schools and successful futures.” 
 
With the expansion complete, Link Community Charter School continues to advance its mission of 
empowering students through academic excellence, character development, and community engagement—
now from Kindergarten through Grade 8. 
 
About Link Community Charter School 
For over 55 years, Link Community Charter School has been a leader in education in Newark, providing an outstanding elementary 
and middle school education for learners of all academic abilities by developing the mind, body and spirit through a strong 
curriculum, experiential learning, immersion in the arts, and an enduring commitment to Core Values; this will allow them to be 
successful in competitive high schools and become responsible and resourceful citizens who give back to others.  An education at 
Link provides the path for most students to attend competitive high schools – boarding and day (independent and Catholic) schools 
in NJ and around the country, as well as the magnet schools in and around Newark. Link serves students in Kindergarten through 
Grade 8 from Newark, Orange, East Orange, and Irvington. For more about Link, visit www.linkschool.org. 
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