
Grade 4 Writer's Workshop
Link Community Charter School

SUGGESTED DURATIONUNITS (5/5 SELECTED)

25 lessonsUnit 1: Spinning True Stories into Gold

25 lessonsUnit 2: Boxes and Bullets

25 lessonsUnit 3: Literary Essay: Writing About Fiction

22 lessonsUnit 4: Discipline-Based Writing

25 lessonsUnit 5: Graphic Novels: Writing in Pictures and Words
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STANDARDS ADDRESSED

New Jersey (NJSLS) - Grade 4 - English Language Arts ELA (2023)

W.IW.4.2 W.IW.4.2.A W.IW.4.2.B W.IW.4.2.C W.IW.4.2.D W.IW.4.2.E W.NW.4.3 W.NW.4.3.A W.NW.4.3.B

W.NW.4.3.C W.NW.4.3.D W.NW.4.3.E W.WP.4.4 W.WP.4.4.A W.WP.4.4.B

Unit 1: Spinning True Stories into Gold
Grade 4 Writer's Workshop
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DESIRED RESULTS

Established Goals

This unit serves three purposes: to launch the fourth-grade writing workshop, to introduce students to the art of keeping a writer’s notebook, and to reinforce
and extend students’ understanding of the essentials of narrative writing. In this unit, students will write a small collection of full stories in their writer’s notebook.
Students will select more than one story to develop through the writing process into focused narratives. Writers will work on their narratives in ways influenced
by their reading, focusing on character traits, structure, character motivations, troubles, and how characters evolve. In Bend I, students will choose topics for
writing, rehearse their writing, and then draft whole entries. As they continue to develop a small collection of stories, their narratives may become more focused,
detailed, and engaging. In Bend II, students rehearse by studying mentor texts. They reflect on their prior writing, storytelling, writing leads, and setting goals.
Students will draft, revise, and edit their writing. In Bend III, students will take a second piece of their writing through the writing process as they learn and
emulate strategies used from mentor texts. The unit culminates in a celebration for students to share their completed writing pieces.

Transfer

Students will be able to use their learning to work independently to turn true lived moments in their lives into true narrative accounts.

Meaning

Big Ideas & Understandings Essential Questions

Students will understand that...

• Narrative writers use detail and description.

• Narrative writers carry with them and draw on a repertoire of

strategies. Writers see ideas for fiction stories everywhere by paying

Students will keep considering...

• Bend 1: How can you fill your notebook with personal narrative

stories?

• Bend II: How can you take a personal narrative through the entire

Unit 1: Spinning True Stories into Gold
Grade 4 Writer's Workshop
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Meaning

attention to the moments and issues in their lives.

• Writers collect story ideas in their writer’s notebooks. ● In effective

narrative writing, the story is dramatized, instead of summarized.

• Craft and revision are driven by an effort to communicate meaning.

• The same story can be told differently, depending on the theme the

writer wants to bring out.

• Writers analyze mentor texts and emulate the craft moves of a

published author.

• A storyline emerges out of the intersection of a character’s motivation

and the obstacles that get in the way.

• Writers use a planning strategy that clarifies the rising and falling

action of the story.

• Writers use a story arc to ensure that their characters struggle, deal

directly with their problems, and then come to some resolution.

• Writers revise as they draft.

• Writers ground the entire story (not just the introduction) in a sense of

place.

writing process?

• Bend III: How can you revise and edit your writing using mentor

texts?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skills

Students will know... Students will be skilled at...

Unit 1: Spinning True Stories into Gold
Grade 4 Writer's Workshop
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Acquisition

• How to write personal narrative stories with believable characters

and endings.

• How to employ a text structure that makes clear the rising and falling

action of the story.

• How to conceive, develop, plan, and carry through their independent

narrative projects.

• How to set goals that accelerate their achievement,

• Create characters with characteristics that go together in ways that

seem believable.

•

• Collecting story ideas in their writer's notebooks

• writing personal narrative stories with believable characters and

endings/

• Employing a text structure that makes clear the rising and falling

action of the story.

• Conceiving, developing, planning, and carrying through their

independent narrative projects.

• Setting goals that accelerate their achievement

Unit 1: Spinning True Stories into Gold
Grade 4 Writer's Workshop
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ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE (DIAGNOSTIC / FORMATIVE / SUMMATIVE)

Assessments

Evaluation Criteria Assessment Evidence

Rubrics/Checklists:

Performance Task(s): Learning Progressions (Grades 2-8)
Writing about reading
Writers’ notebooks
Teacher-created performance assessment
Student reflections
Conferences and small group Summative Assessments: Learning
Progressions (Grades 2-8)
Pre/Post-On-Demand Assessment

Other Evidence:

The unit culminates with a celebration modeled after The Moth

Storytelling League. Family and friends can be invited

into the classroom to celebrate the incredible narratives produced by the

students. Writers will present their stories in

the four corners of the room and then place their stories in a new bin in

the classroom library to be read across the year.

Unit 1: Spinning True Stories into Gold
Grade 4 Writer's Workshop
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LEARNING PLAN

ATTACHMENTS

Grade_4_Writing_Unit_1_New_Jersey_Curriculum_Map_2024.pdf

Grade_4_-_Writing_-_Unit_2_New_Jersey_Curriculum_Map_-_2024.pdf

Grade_4_-_Writing_-_Unit_3_New_Jersey_Curriculum_Map_-_2024.pdf

Grade_4_-_Writing_-_Unit_4_New_Jersey_Curriculum_Map_-_2024.pdf

Summary of Key Learning Events and Instruction:

Unit 1: Spinning True Stories into Gold
Grade 4 Writer's Workshop
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SUPPORTING MATERIALS/RESOURCES/STRATEGIES FOR DIFFERENTIATION

Differentiation:

• Preview content and concepts

• Behavior management plan

• Highlight text

• Small group setting, High-Prep Differentiation:

Alternative formative and summative assessments

● Guided Reading

• Personal agendas

• Project-based learning

• Tiered activities/assignments

• Varying organizers for instructions, Low-Prep Differentiation:

• Clubbing activities

• Exploration by interest

• Flexible groupings Suggested Lessons for Differentiation with Small Groups:

• Bend I 2-Turning a Map into a Second Story 3- Checklists and Benchmarks 4-Drafting to Show What’s Happening Inside You 5- Bringing Characters

to Life with Dialogue Bend II 3-Developing the Heart of the Story 4-Choosing Precise Details 5- Purposeful Use of Commas Bend III 2- Rehearsing

under the Inspiration of a Mentor Text 6- Revising Endings Under the Inspiration of Texts 15-Admiring and Learning from Mentor Sentences

Unit 1: Spinning True Stories into Gold
Grade 4 Writer's Workshop
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STANDARDS ADDRESSED

New Jersey (NJSLS) - Grade 4 - English Language Arts ELA (2023)

W.AW.4.1 W.AW.4.1.A W.AW.4.1.B W.AW.4.1.C W.AW.4.1.D W.IW.4.2 W.IW.4.2.A W.IW.4.2.B W.IW.4.2.C

W.IW.4.2.D W.IW.4.2.E W.NW.4.3 W.NW.4.3.A W.NW.4.3.B W.NW.4.3.C W.NW.4.3.D W.NW.4.3.E W.WP.4.4

W.WP.4.4.A W.WP.4.4.B W.WP.4.4.C W.WP.4.4.D W.WP.4.4.E W.WR.4.5

Unit 2: Boxes and Bullets
Grade 4 Writer's Workshop
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DESIRED RESULTS

Established Goals

This unit of study gives fourth graders a coming-of-age introduction to academic essay writing. It is designed to help students with the challenging task of
learning to write effectively within an expository structure. In this unit, students learn to provide reasons to support their opinions, as well as facts and details to
elaborate on those reasons. This unit emphasizes the foundational aspects of essay writing, including structure and elaboration. The need to write a well-
organized piece is stressed from day one. The first bend of this unit channels students toward writing that is deeply personal. Students will brainstorm big
topics and issues that matter especially to them, and then take one and delve deeply into it. In Bend II, students are held accountable for accumulating and
drawing upon prior learning, and are charged with developing even greater independence. As students develop their essays, they learn to incorporate and
elaborate on the evidence they have collected. Later in the unit, students will conduct research to answer questions, including self-generated questions. They
will learn about the importance of online research, as they evaluate and then incorporate the material they nd online. At the end of the unit, students will assess
their craft work by using analytical thinking to link evidence to their claim, identifying and addressing any gaps in logic or reasoning, and clearly explaining how
their evidence supports their point.

Transfer

Students will be able to independently use their learning to...

• Use multiple strategies for collecting and organizing evidence.

• Successfully write on-demand, well-organized essays across the curriculum, and for many purposes.

Meaning

Big Ideas & Understandings Essential Questions

Students will understand how to: Students will keep considering...

Unit 2: Boxes and Bullets
Grade 4 Writer's Workshop
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Meaning

• explore ideas and issues from their own experiences and reading to

generate meaningful content for their essays.

• Write to learn, capturing ideas and thoughts in notebooks.

• Write personal essays, organizing their thoughts into a clear essay

structure, with an introduction, a conclusion, mini-stories, and lists to

support their ideas.

• Students transition to writing argument essays that call for action on

issues they care about

• Bend 1: How can we explore big ideas and issues in our reading and

writing and use those to help us develop ideas for our essays?

• Bend 2: How can we write structured personal essays?

• Bend 3: How can we write a persuasive (argument) essay that builds

on our personal experiences and calls others to action?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skills

Students will

• Correct their drafts for clarity by finding and correcting run-on

sentences and sentence fragments.

• Review previous writing and reflect on ideas “lying between the

lines” to create new writing.

• Provide evidence to support the reasons for their opinions.

• Use transition words and phrases to create cohesion in their

writing.

Students will be skilled at...

• Correcting their drafts for clarity by finding and correcting run-on

sentences and sentence fragments.

• Reviewing previous writing and reflecting on ideas “lying between the

lines” to create new writing.

• Providing evidence to support the reasons for their opinions.

• Using transition words and phrases to create cohesion in their

writing.

• Using the introduction of their piece to orient and engage the reader.

• Using the conclusion to provide nal related thinking.

Unit 2: Boxes and Bullets
Grade 4 Writer's Workshop
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Acquisition

• Use the introduction of their piece to orient and engage the

reader.

• Use the conclusion to provide related thinking.

• Self-assess and then revise with goals in mind

• Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as

needed.

◦

• Self-assessing and then revise with goals in mind ●

• Spelling grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as

needed.

•

Unit 2: Boxes and Bullets
Grade 4 Writer's Workshop
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ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE (DIAGNOSTIC / FORMATIVE / SUMMATIVE)

LEARNING PLAN

Assessments

Evaluation Criteria Assessment Evidence

Rubrics/Checklists:

Performance Task(s): Learning Progressions (Grades 2-8) ● Writing about
reading
● Writers’ notebooks

● Teacher-created performance assessment
● Student reflections
● Conferences and small group Summative Assessments:
● Learning Progressions (Grades 2-8)
● Pre/Post-On-Demand Assessment Benchmark Assessments:
● Nonsense Words
● Teachers College Running Records
● Letter Sound ID

● High Frequency Word Assessment

Other Evidence:

Unit 2: Boxes and Bullets
Grade 4 Writer's Workshop
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SUPPORTING MATERIALS/RESOURCES/STRATEGIES FOR DIFFERENTIATION

Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts

● Behavior management plan

● Highlight text

● Small group setting, High-Prep Differentiation:

● Alternative formative and summative assessments

● Guided Reading

● Personal agendas

● Project-based learning

● Tiered activities/assignments ● Varying organizers for instructions Low-Prep Differentiation:

● Clubbing activities

● Exploration by interest

● Flexible groupings Suggested Lessons for Differentiation with Small Groups:

Bend I 3- Writing to Learn 4- Using Elaboration Prompts to Grow Ideas 5- Mining Our Writing 6- Boxes and Bullets: Framing Essays

Bend II 10- Organizing for Drafting 11- Building a Cohesive Draft 12- Becoming Our Own Job Captains 13- Writing Introductions and Conclusions

Bend III 17- Inquiry into Persuasive Essay 18- Broader Evidence

Unit 2: Boxes and Bullets
Grade 4 Writer's Workshop
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STANDARDS ADDRESSED

New Jersey (NJSLS) - Grade 4 - English Language Arts ELA (2023)

L.KL.4.1.B L.KL.4.1.C L.VL.4.2.C L.VI.4.3 L.VI.4.3.A RL.CI.4.2 RI.IT.4.3 RL.TS.4.4 RI.TS.4.4 RL.PP.4.5

RL.CT.4.8 RI.CT.4.8 W.AW.4.1.A W.AW.4.1.B W.AW.4.1.C W.AW.4.1.D W.WP.4.4 W.WP.4.4.A

Unit 3: Literary Essay: Writing About Fiction
Grade 4 Writer's Workshop
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DESIRED RESULTS

Established Goals

This unit aims to make reading a more intense, analytical experience for young people, equipping them with the tools they need to write expository essays that
advance an idea about a piece of literature. This unit relies on students’ prior experiences with writing personal and argumentative essays. This is an essential
unit because it will strengthen not only the students’ writing, but also their reading. It also provides essential background for any assessment that asks students
to produce an on-demand literary essay or to craft written responses to texts. Students will be reminded to state a clear claim or thesis, to craft a solid
organizational structure, to support their claim with both reasons and evidence, to use transitional words or phrases for clarity and cohesiveness, and to provide
a conclusion that relates to the stated claim. Eventually, students progress to writing about more complex, interpretive ideas and learn to write in ways that
address the theme of a story, and that interpret and analyze the ways words, phrases, and concepts are used in a text, supporting their claims logically. The unit
ends with students learning to write comparative essays, comparing and contrasting interpretations across multiple texts. The practice that students will gain in
writing literary essays will open the door to many crucial pathways for them. It will offer a bridge between reading and writing. It will help them learn not only that
writing can be a way to hold onto one’s thoughts about a particular subject or text, but also that writing can help them clarify and elaborate on their thinking.
Students will become more skilled in opinion writing—the logical idea-based writing introduced in the personal and argument essay writing unit and learn to
transfer those skills to this new work of writing about literature. Although this unit is a writing unit, this work serves to enrich students’ reading skills as well. The
unit begins by teaching children to read closely and carefully, mining a text for ideas about characters’ traits, motivations, troubles, changes, and relationships,
and then using close reading as a way to generate provocative ideas. Students also learn to think more interpretively about texts, analyzing characters and
plotlines for the complexities of characters, the lessons they learn, and the overarching themes that are developed within a text. In the nal portion of the unit,
students will compare and contrast their analyses across two books, raising the level of their thinking and allowing them to pay closer attention to the nuances
of the text.

Transfer

Students will be able to independently use their learning to...

• Write expository essays that advance an idea about a piece of literature.

• Read literature closely and write about the literature they are reading.

• cite texts in their essays.

Unit 3: Literary Essay: Writing About Fiction
Grade 4 Writer's Workshop
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Transfer

• Write comparative literary essays.

Meaning

Big Ideas & Understandings Essential Questions

Students will understand that...

• They are to carry forward all they have learned to do in argument

writing so far

• In an argumentative essay, students need to state a clear claim or

thesis, craft a solid organizational structure, support their claim with

both reasons and evidence, use transitional words or phrases for

clarity and cohesiveness, and provide a conclusion that relates to the

stated claim.

• They will be writing about more complex, interpretative ideas and

learn to write in ways that address the theme of a story.

• They need to interpret and analyze the ways words, phrases, and

ideas are used in a text.

• To develop a complex, interpretative thesis, writers are asked not only

to support that claim, but to do so in a way that logically groups ideas

Students will keep considering..
Bend 1: How can you prepare for and write a literary essay? Bend 2: How can
you raise the quality of a literary essay? Bend 3: How can you prepare for and
write a compare-and-contrast essay?

Unit 3: Literary Essay: Writing About Fiction
Grade 4 Writer's Workshop
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Meaning

to support their purpose.

• to write comparative essays, comparing and contrasting

interpretations across multiple texts.

• Students will write expository essays that advance an idea about a

piece of literature.

• Students will read literature closely and write about the literature they

are reading.

• Students will learn to cite texts in their essays.

• Students will write comparative literary essays.

Acquisition

Knowledge
• Skills

Students will know how to

• Read closely in order to write about reading.

• Determine the reasons authors choose the setting, objects, words,

metaphor, and characters.

• Notice certain aspects of a story that are especially central to the

story.

Students will be skilled at...

• Reading closely in order to write about reading. ●

• Determining the reasons authors choose the setting, objects, words,

metaphor, and characters.

• Noticing certain aspects of a story that are especially central to the

story.

• Writing a structured literary essay.

Unit 3: Literary Essay: Writing About Fiction
Grade 4 Writer's Workshop
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Acquisition

• Write a structured literary essay.

• Support their ideas about reading with text-based evidence. Examine

all sides of an issue with an open mind. Recognize when different

texts have different approaches to the same theme.

• Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns

(e.g., a small red bag rather than a red small bag).

• Form and use prepositional phrases.

• Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting

inappropriate fragments and run-ons.

• Use correct capitalization.

• Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and

quotations from a text.

• Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound

sentence.

• Supporting their ideas about reading with text-based evidence. ●

• Examining all sides of an issue with an open mind. Recognizing

when different texts have different approaches to the same theme.

• Producing complete sentences, recognizing and correcting

inappropriate fragments and run-ons.

• Using correct capitalization.

• Using commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and

quotations from a text.

• Using a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound

sentence.

• Correcting their drafts for clarity by finding and correcting run-on

sentences and sentence fragments.

• Reviewing previous writing and reflecting on ideas “lying between the

lines” to create new writing.

• Providing evidence to support the reasons for their opinions.

• Using transition words and phrases to create cohesion in their

writing.

• Using the introduction of their piece to orient and engage the reader.

• Using the conclusion to provide related thinking.

• Spelling grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as

needed.

Unit 3: Literary Essay: Writing About Fiction
Grade 4 Writer's Workshop
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ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE (DIAGNOSTIC / FORMATIVE / SUMMATIVE)

LEARNING PLAN

Assessments

Evaluation Criteria Assessment Evidence

Rubrics/Checklists:

Performance Task(s): Learning Progressions (Grades 2-8)
● Writing about reading
● Writers’ notebooks

• Teacher-created performance assessment

• Student reflections

Other Evidence:

Unit 3: Literary Essay: Writing About Fiction
Grade 4 Writer's Workshop
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SUPPORTING MATERIALS/RESOURCES/STRATEGIES FOR DIFFERENTIATION

Differentiation:

Preview content and concepts

Behavior management plan

Highlight text

Small group setting, High-Prep Differentiation:

● Alternative formative and summative assessments

● Guided Reading

● Personal agendas

● Project-based learning

● Tiered activities/assignments

● Varying organizers for instructions Low-Prep Differentiation:

● Clubbing activities

● Exploration by interest

● Flexible groupings Suggested Lessons for Differentiation with Small Groups: Bend I 3- Writing to Learn 4- Using Elaboration Prompts to Grow Ideas

5- Mining Our Writing 6- Boxes and Bullets: Framing Essays Bend II 10- Organizing for Drafting 11- Building a Cohesive Draft 12- Becoming Our Job

Captains 13- Writing Introductions and Conclusions Bend III 17- Inquiry into Persuasive Essay 18- Broader Evidence

Unit 3: Literary Essay: Writing About Fiction
Grade 4 Writer's Workshop
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STANDARDS ADDRESSED

New Jersey (NJSLS) - Grade 4 - English Language Arts ELA (2023)

W.WR.4.5 W.SE.4.6 W.RW.4.7 W.AW.4.1.C W.AW.4.1.D W.AW.4.1.A W.AW.4.1.B W.AW.4.1 W.IW.4.2 W.IW.4.2.A

W.IW.4.2.B W.IW.4.2.C W.IW.4.2.E W.IW.4.2.D W.NW.4.3

Unit 4: Discipline-Based Writing
Grade 4 Writer's Workshop
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DESIRED RESULTS

Established Goals

This unit aims to deepen your students’ skills with both independent and collaborative research, and to help them write compelling nonfiction. This work will
build confidence and expertise in conducting source-based research, from previewing and choosing sources to note-taking and drafting. Students engage in the
world around them. They learn to ask questions, think about systems, seek out different opinions, and consider the implications of what they learn. This unit can
be easily linked to other content areas. In Bend I, students work together in collaborative science teams, as they begin researching, taking notes, and
developing ideas about their topic with the goal of creating a collaboratively authored nonfiction book. As students work in teams, it helps them delve beyond a
superficial overview of a topic and conduct in-depth research. In Bend II, students learn various ways that science writers convey information and ideas to best
engage their readers. Bend III launches students into collaborative teams, extending the research, note-taking, and idea-development into the study of a
historical event. In Bend IV, students collaboratively draft an informational book about a historical event, with each student writing one or two sections of the
book. Throughout the unit, students will create and use flowcharts, T-charts, data charts, tables, and maps to learn and to convey information.

Transfer

Students will be able to use their learning to independently...

• Write logically structured research reports incorporating citations and using text features to highlight central ideas.

• Incorporate all they know about informational writing into their information books.

Meaning

Big Ideas & Understandings Essential Questions

Students will understand. how
● To write in the disciplines of history and of science.

● to deepen students' skills with both independent and collaborative research,
and to help them write compelling nonfiction.
● To build confidence and expertise in conducting source-based research,

Students will keep considering..
Bend 1: How can I write a science book?
Bend 2: How can I make science writing engaging?
Bend 3: How can I write about history?
Bend 4: How can I revise history writing?

Unit 4: Discipline-Based Writing
Grade 4 Writer's Workshop
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Meaning

from previewing and choosing sources, to note-taking, to drafting.

• To engage deeply with the world around them—its history, its peoples,

its creatures, its natural resources.

• To pose questions, to think about systems, to seek out varying

opinions, and

• To carefully consider the implications of what they learn.

Acquisition

Knowledge Skills

Students will know how to

• write logically structured research reports incorporating citations and

using text features to highlight central ideas.

• Incorporate all they know about informational writing into their

information books. ..

• Write research reports that follow a logical structure. ● Format

research reports to include headings and subheadings.

• Write research reports to include information that is rich, detailed,

and concrete.

• Compose research reports that contain other kinds of texts such as:

essays, stories, how-to chapters, and all-about chapters.

• Write research reports that present information through the use of

Students will be skilled at...

• writing logically structured research reports incorporating citations

and using text features to highlight central ideas.

• Incorporating all they know about informational writing into their

information books.

• Writing research reports that follow a logical structure.

• Formatting research reports to include headings and subheadings.

• Writing research reports to include information that is rich, detailed,

and concrete.

• Composing research reports that contain other kinds of texts such

as: essays, stories, how-to chapters, and all-about chapters.

• Writing research reports that present information through the use of

Unit 4: Discipline-Based Writing
Grade 4 Writer's Workshop
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Acquisition

historical details, text features, and quotations.

• Choose a report structure to highlight the important information for

the reader.

• Select vocabulary words and text features to underscore the main

message of the text.

• Generate life lessons by studying history.

• Consider the point of view when studying history. Use commas and

quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text.

• Use a comma to separate an introductory element from the rest of the

sentence.

historical details, text features, and quotations.

• Choosing a report structure to highlight the important information for

the reader.

• Selecting vocabulary words and text features to underscore the main

message of the text.

• Generating life lessons by studying history.

• Considering the point of view when studying history.

• Using commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and

quotations from a text.

• Using a comma to separate an introductory element from the rest of

the sentence.
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ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE (DIAGNOSTIC / FORMATIVE / SUMMATIVE)

LEARNING PLAN

Assessments

Evaluation Criteria Assessment Evidence

Rubrics/Checklists:

Performance Task(s): Suggested Lessons for Differentiation with Small
Groups:
Bend I 4- Teaching as a Way to Rehearse for Information Writing 5-
Elaboration: The Details that Let People Picture What Happened Long Ago
and Far Away 7- Essays within Information Texts 8- Taking Stock and Setting
Goals Bend II 10- The Intense Mind-Work of Note-Taking 13- Text Features:
Popping Out the Important Information 14- Quotations Accentuate
Importance: Voices Chime In to Make a Point 15- Using All We Know to Craft
Essay and Narrative Section 16- The Other Side of the Story Bend III 18-
Information Writing gives Way to Idea Writing 19- Digging Deeper: Interpreting
the Life Lessons that History Teaches 20- Using Confusions to Guide
Research 21- Questions without a Ready Answer

Other Evidence:

Unit 4: Discipline-Based Writing
Grade 4 Writer's Workshop
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SUPPORTING MATERIALS/RESOURCES/STRATEGIES FOR DIFFERENTIATION

Differentiation:

• Preview content and concepts

• Behavior management plan

• Highlight text

• Small group setting, High-Prep Differentiation:

Alternative formative and summative assessments

● Guided Reading

• Personal agendas

• Project-based learning

• Tiered activities/assignments

• Varying organizers for instructions, Low-Prep Differentiation:

• Clubbing activities

• Exploration by interest

• Flexible groupings Suggested Lessons for Differentiation with Small Groups:

Unit 4: Discipline-Based Writing
Grade 4 Writer's Workshop
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STANDARDS ADDRESSED

New Jersey (NJSLS) - Grade 4 - English Language Arts ELA (2020)

NJSLSA.R5 NJSLSA.R6 NJSLSA.R7 RL.4.10 NJSLSA.W5 NJSLSA.W6 NJSLSA.W10 W.4.2.a W.4.3.b W.4.3.d

W.4.3.c W.4.4 W.4.5 SL.4.1.b SL.4.1 SL.4.5 L.4.5
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DESIRED RESULTS

Established Goals

This curricular calendar unit builds upon the narrative techniques introduced in all previous narrative units of study, guiding students to consider plot, pacing,
craft, and elaboration in a new format. In the first unit, the students will study and compare various graphic novels. The students will generate several story
ideas and plot out one of these stories across a “bookmap.” They will plan a panel layout for each page of their book before drafting a graphic novel. In Bend II
of the unit, students create a second, more sophisticated graphic novel. This cycle builds on the process and planning taught in Bend I, while teaching stronger
revision moves. This unit places a strong emphasis on planning a story arc through oral rehearsal and subsequent revisions to the story. It specifically revisits
and strengthens students’ ability to structure a story.

Transfer

Students will be able to independently use their learning to...
Use all they know about plot, pacing, craft, and elaboration in creating an original graphic novel.

Meaning

Big Ideas & Understandings Essential Questions

Students will understand that...

• The graphic novel genre creates a unique narrative experience.

• Authors use a variety of literary devices to convey meaning.

• Story elements are represented in both still images and written form

in graphic novels.

• Authors utilize different points of view for a desired effect on the

reader.

Students will keep considering........

• How can I use all I already know about narrative craft and graphic

novels to draft and revise in pictures as well as words?

• How can I transfer over everything I’ve learned so far about narrative

writing to this new medium?

• What special techniques can I use to make my graphic novels

irresistible to readers?

Unit 5: Graphic Novels: Writing in Pictures and Words
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Meaning

• Authors develop themes in graphic novels with both writing and

images.

• Authors use universal symbols, color, words, and background

images to create feelings and emotions in the reader and characters

in a text.

• Graphic artists vary panel shape to evoke different feelings and

emotions.

• A graphic narrative includes literary elements such as a problem,

solution, plot, setting, characters, a narrator, and theme.

• What is the value of creating a narrative utilizing both words and

images?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skills

Students will know how to:

• Analyze examples of literary devices for meaning and the author’s

purpose.

• Identify, interpret, evaluate, and synthesize the story elements within

a graphic novel.

• Identify, evaluate, and synthesize different points of view in a text and

their purpose.

• Identify and evaluate various story arcs.

• Evaluate and synthesize the use of purposeful dialogue within a text

Students will be skilled at...

• Analyzing examples of literary devices for meaning and the author’s

purpose.

• Identifying, interpreting, evaluating, and synthesizing the story

elements within a graphic novel.

• Identifying, evaluating, and synthesizing different points of view in a

text and their purpose.

• Identifying and evaluating various story arcs.

• Evaluating and synthesizing the use of purposeful dialogue within a

Unit 5: Graphic Novels: Writing in Pictures and Words
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Acquisition

and the manner in which it drives the plot of a story.

• Comprehend and predict the plot of a story based on character

interaction with the setting.

• Interpret, analyze, and evaluate themes of a text as communicated

through words and images.

• Interpret various symbols, color, words, and background images to

comprehend meaning.

• Identify and analyze the use of panel size and shape and the

different feelings and emotions they evoke.

• Utilize literary elements for appropriate effect in a narrative piece.

• Utilize still images along with literary techniques such as dialogue,

sensory details, setting, and pacing of plot to enhance the narrative.

• Use actions, thoughts, dialogue and still images to develop

memorable and symbolic characters.

• Select appropriate vocabulary to produce a clear and coherent

graphic narrative.

• Analyze a draft, revise the content as needed, and recognize and

correct grammar, usage, and conventional errors.

text and the manner in which it drives the plot of a story.

• Comprehending and predict the plot of a story based on character

interaction with the setting.

• Interpreting, analyzing, and evaluating themes of a text as

communicated through words and images.

• Interpreting various symbols, colors, words, and background images

to comprehend meaning.

• Identifying and analyzing the use of panel size and shape, and the

different feelings and emotions they evoke.

• Utilizing literary elements for appropriate effect in a narrative piece.

• Utilizing still images along with literary techniques such as dialogue,

sensory details, setting, and pacing of plot to enhance the narrative.

• Using actions, thoughts, dialogue, and still images to develop

memorable and symbolic characters.

• Selecting appropriate vocabulary to produce a clear and coherent

graphic narrative.

• Analyzing a draft, revise the content as needed, and recognize and

correct grammar, usage, and conventional errors.
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ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE (DIAGNOSTIC / FORMATIVE / SUMMATIVE)

LEARNING PLAN

Assessments

Evaluation Criteria Assessment Evidence

Rubrics/Checklists:

Performance Task(s):
Learning Progressions (Grades 2-8)
● Writing about reading
Writers’ notebooks

● Teacher-created performance assessment
● Student reflections
● Conferences and small group Summative Assessments:
● Learning Progressions (Grades 2-8)
Pre/Post-On-Demand Assessment Benchmark Assessments:

Nonsense Words

Other Evidence:

• Learning Progressions (Grades 2-8)

● Writing about reading

• Writers’ notebooks

• Teacher-created performance assessment

• Student reflections

• Conferences and small groups

Unit 5: Graphic Novels: Writing in Pictures and Words
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SUPPORTING MATERIALS/RESOURCES/STRATEGIES FOR DIFFERENTIATION

Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts

• Behavior management plan

● Highlight text

● Small group setting, High-Prep Differentiation:

● Alternative formative and summative assessments

● Guided Reading

● Personal agendas

● Project-based learning

● Tiered activities/assignments

● Varying organizers for instructions Low-Prep Differentiation:

● Clubbing activities

● Exploration by interest

Unit 5: Graphic Novels: Writing in Pictures and Words
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