Grade 4 Social Studies

Link Community Charter School

UNITS (6/6 SELECTED) SUGGESTED DURATION
@ Unit 1: How are People Connected in our Community? 7 lessons
@ Unit 2: How Did New Jersey Develop Over Time? 7 lessons

Unit 3: What is it Like to Live in New Jersey Today? 7 lessons
@ Unit 4: How Did the United States Develop Over Time? 7 lessons
@ Unit5: What is it like to live in the United States Today? 14 lessons
@ Unit 6: How Are People Connected Throughout the World? 7 lessons
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Unit 1: How are People Connected in our Community?
Grade 4 Social Studies

STANDARDS ADDRESSED

New Jersey Core Curriculum - Grade 4 - Social Studies

6.1.4.A1 6.3.4.A.2 6.1.4.D.11

Link Community Charter School HJ@ Curriculum & Instruction Page 2 of 40


https://www.powerschool.com/classroom/curriculum-and-instruction/

Unit 1: How are People Connected in our Community?
Grade 4 Social Studies

DESIRED RESULTS

Established Goals

Students will learn about local geography, cultures, government, and economy. They will also explore ways that
people positively impact their communities through civic action. Students will practice the essential skills of reading

graphs and finding the main idea and supporting details of a text.

Transfer

Students will be able to use their learning to independently...
Describe connections that develop in our communities that lead to positive relationships, cooperation, and change.

Meaning
Big Ideas & Understandings Essential Questions
Students will understand that... Students will keep considering...
* People can positively impact their communities. * How Are People Connected in our community?
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Unit 1: How are People Connected in our Community?
Grade 4 Social Studies

Acquisition
Knowledge Skills
Students will know... Students will be skilled at...
* How people are affected by the local climate and natural resources. + exploring aspects of people's cultures and discussing how different
* And explore ways to express culture. groups interact and find commonalities.
* What our local government does + analyzing the responsibilities of local government
* How our economy works + describing different elements of the local economy and the role of
* and explore ways to get involved in their communities. concepts such as supply and demand.
+ Discussing ways that people get involved in their communities to
make positive changes.
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Unit 1: How are People Connected in our Community?
Grade 4 Social Studies

ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE (DIAGNOSTIC / FORMATIVE / SUMMATIVE)

Assessments

Evaluation Criteria Assessment Evidence

Performance Task(s):Chapter 1 Assessment

Project-Based Learning: Chapter 1 Project Community News Broadcast
(Page 38)

Chapter 1 Project Evaluation

Project Checklist

Rubrics/Checklists:

Other Evidence:
« Exit tickets asking essential question reflections.

* Quick - writes analyzing primary - source excerpts.
* Vocabulary checks (sovereignty, amendment, treaty, migration).
* Teacher observations during jigsaw and role - play activities.

* Peer - and self - assessment rubrics for group presentations and
culminating Activity (see above)

LEARNING PLAN

Summary of Key Learning Events and Instruction:
Introduction: How Can We Use This Book?

Chapter 1: How Are People Connected in Our Community?
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Unit 1: How are People Connected in our Community?
Grade 4 Social Studies

SUPPORTING MATERIALS/RESOURCES/STRATEGIES FOR DIFFERENTIATION

Language & Vocabulary Support

» Visual Word Walls: Pair key terms with images and student-friendly definitions.
* Pre-teach Vocabulary: Use rating charts to assess familiarity and introduce words before lessons.

+ Sentence Stems: Scaffold speaking and writing with starters like “I believe __ because...”.

* Mix & Match Activities: Match vocabulary with definitions or images to build conceptual understanding.

Reading & Comprehension

* Modified Texts: Simplify language or add parenthetical definitions to complex words.
» Graphic Organizers: Use KWL charts, Venn diagrams, and timelines to structure thinking.
» Interactive Read-Alouds: Model comprehension strategies through think-alouds and predictions.

» Multimodal Access: Offer audio versions of texts or paired reading to reduce cognitive load.

Speaking & Listening
+ Structured Discussions: Small group conversations with guiding questions to build confidence.

* Turn & Talk / Think-Pair-Share: Frequent opportunities to process and verbalize ideas.

Differentiation Strategies for Diverse Learners

» Tiered Texts: Provide multiple reading levels on the same topic.

* Learning Menus: Offer choices in how students explore content (videos, articles, hands-on tasks).

Process

» Flexible Grouping: Rotate students through stations based on readiness or interest.

» Scaffolded Writing: Use sentence starters, fill-in-the-blanks, or word banks to support responses.
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Unit 1: How are People Connected in our Community?
Grade 4 Social Studies

» Choice Boards: Let students select tasks aligned to their strengths (e.g., draw, write, act).

Product

* Multiple Modalities: Allow students to show understanding through posters, skits, digital slides, or oral presentations.

* Rubric-Based Assessment: Use clear criteria that accommodate varied outputs.

Additional Supports

* Realia & Manipulatives: Use maps, photos, and artifacts to make abstract concepts concrete.
+ Cultural Connections: Invite students to share traditions or stories that relate to community and civics.

» Gallery Walks: Showcase student work to build pride and peer learning
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Unit 2: How Did New Jersey Develop Over Time?
Grade 4 Social Studies

STANDARDS ADDRESSED

New Jersey (NJSLS) - Grades 3-5 - Social Studies (2020)

6.1.5.GeoPP.5: 6.1.5.GeoSV.2: 6.1.5.GeoSV.4: 6.1.5.GeoSV.5: 6.1.5.CivicsCM.5: 6.1.5.GeoPP.2: 6.1.5.GeoHE.1:
6.1.5.GeoHE.2: 6.1.5.EconEM.4: 6.1.5.EconNM.2: 6.1.5.EconNM.3: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.1: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.6: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.8:
6.1.5.HistoryCC.9: 6.1.5.HistoryUP.1:
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Unit 2: How Did New Jersey Develop Over Time?
Grade 4 Social Studies

DESIRED RESULTS

Established Goals

In this chapter, students will examine how various factors have influenced the state's development in the past.

Transfer

Students will be able to independently use their learning to...

+ Ask and answer questions about how and why New Jersey changed
* Make connections between local history and broader state developments

» Draw conclusions based on evidence from texts, discussions, and activities

Meaning
Big Ideas & Understandings Essential Questions
Students will understand... Students will keep considering...
* How geography, people, and events shaped New Jersey’s * How did New Jersey develop over time? How has New Jersey
development. changed over time

* What events and people helped shape our state
* Why is it important to understand our state’s history?

* The impact of Indigenous peoples, colonization, immigration, and
industry.

* The evolution of civic participation and community building over time.
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Unit 2: How Did New Jersey Develop Over Time?
Grade 4 Social Studies

Meaning

Acquisition

Knowledge

Skills

Students will know

How to categorize New Jersey into different geographic regions.
the history and influence of the Lenni Lenape people.

the circumstances behind the colonization and statehood of New
Jersey.

and describe how people have exercised their rights throughout
history.

and analyze the impact of slavery and immigration on New Jersey.

Students will be skilled at..

Categorizing New Jersey into different geographic regions.

knowing the history and influence of the Lenni Lenape people.
understanding the circumstances behind the colonization and
statehood of New Jersey.

describing how people have exercised their rights throughout history.
Analyzing the impact of slavery and immigration on New Jersey.
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Unit 2: How Did New Jersey Develop Over Time?
Grade 4 Social Studies

ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE (DIAGNOSTIC / FORMATIVE / SUMMATIVE)

Assessments

Evaluation Criteria Assessment Evidence

Performance Task(s):

Rubrics/Checklists: Project Plan

Project Evaluation
Project Checklist

Other Evidence:
« Exit tickets asking essential question reflections.

* Quick - writes analyzing primary - source excerpts.
* Vocabulary checks (sovereignty, amendment, treaty, migration).
* Teacher observations during jigsaw and role - play activities.

* Peer - and self - assessment rubrics for group presentations and
culminating Activity (see above)

LEARNING PLAN

Summary of Key Learning Events and Instruction:

Chapter 2 lessons and resources.

Summary of Key Learning Events and Instruction:
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Unit 2: How Did New Jersey Develop Over Time?
Grade 4 Social Studies

SUPPORTING MATERIALS/RESOURCES/STRATEGIES FOR DIFFERENTIATION

Language & Vocabulary Support

» Visual Word Walls: Pair key terms with images and student-friendly definitions.
* Pre-teach Vocabulary: Use rating charts to assess familiarity and introduce words before lessons.

+ Sentence Stems: Scaffold speaking and writing with starters like “I believe __ because...”.

* Mix & Match Activities: Match vocabulary with definitions or images to build conceptual understanding.

Reading & Comprehension

* Modified Texts: Simplify language or add parenthetical definitions to complex words.
» Graphic Organizers: Use KWL charts, Venn diagrams, and timelines to structure thinking.
» Interactive Read-Alouds: Model comprehension strategies through think-alouds and predictions.

» Multimodal Access: Offer audio versions of texts or paired reading to reduce cognitive load.

Speaking & Listening
+ Structured Discussions: Small group conversations with guiding questions to build confidence.

* Turn & Talk / Think-Pair-Share: Frequent opportunities to process and verbalize ideas.

Differentiation Strategies for Diverse Learners

» Tiered Texts: Provide multiple reading levels on the same topic.

* Learning Menus: Offer choices in how students explore content (videos, articles, hands-on tasks).

Process

» Flexible Grouping: Rotate students through stations based on readiness or interest.

» Scaffolded Writing: Use sentence starters, fill-in-the-blanks, or word banks to support responses.

Link Community Charter School HJ@ Curriculum & Instruction
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Unit 2: How Did New Jersey Develop Over Time?
Grade 4 Social Studies

» Choice Boards: Let students select tasks aligned to their strengths (e.g., draw, write, act).

Product

* Multiple Modalities: Allow students to show understanding through posters, skits, digital slides, or oral presentations.

* Rubric-Based Assessment: Use clear criteria that accommodate varied outputs.

Additional Supports

* Realia & Manipulatives: Use maps, photos, and artifacts to make abstract concepts concrete.
+ Cultural Connections: Invite students to share traditions or stories that relate to community and civics.

» Gallery Walks: Showcase student work to build pride and peer learning
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Unit 3: What is it Like to Live in New Jersey Today?
Grade 4 Social Studies

STANDARDS ADDRESSED

New Jersey (NJSLS) - Grades 3-5 - Social Studies (2020)

6.1.5.CivicsCM.5: 6.1.5.GeoPP.2: 6.1.5.GeoHE.1: 6.1.5.GeoHE.2: 6.1.5.EconEM.4: 6.1.5.EconNM.2: 6.1.5.EconNM.3:

6.1.5.HistoryCC.1: 6.1.5.HistoryUP.1:
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Unit 3: What is it Like to Live in New Jersey Today?
Grade 4 Social Studies

DESIRED RESULTS

Established Goals

In this chapter, students will learn about different aspects of New Jersey's location and special features that have an impact on people’s lives in New

Jersey.

Transfer

Students will be able to independently use their learning to...describe and list multiple reasons why people would want to visit New Jersey. Create summary
statements to support reasons

Meaning
Big Ideas & Understandings Essential Questions
Students will understand that... Students will keep considering...
* Geography plays a major role in aspects of life in New Jersey. * What are some reasons that people want to live in New Jersey
» Various groups have contributed to a vibrant and multicultural state. * What are some reasons that people want to visit the Garden State?

* Beaches, hiking trails, and skiing are just some of the many reasons
that tourists come to the Garden State.

* The government has a distinct role and responsibility in our state
government

« People work in many different capacities to ensure the state is a
beautiful and better place to live.
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Unit 3: What is it Like to Live in New Jersey Today?
Grade 4 Social Studies

Meaning

Acquisition

Knowledge

Skills

Students will know...

The influence of geography on different
aspects of life in the state.

the roles and responsibilities of the state government.
Students will analyze different elements of the
state economy.

different ways that people work to make the state a better place to
live.

How to write a few predictions about why so many people want to

Students will be skilled at...

o understanding that geography plays a distinct role in aspects of life
in our state.

o Predicting why so many people want to visit New Jersey.

° naming the positive aspects of New Jersey's location and excellent
transportation system, which makes it an easy place to travel to and
from.

° naming aspects of the state's economy

o Locating specific places and calculate distances on a map.

o Recognizing cause-and-effect relationships.

Link Community Charter School
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Unit 3: What is it Like to Live in New Jersey Today?
Grade 4 Social Studies

Acquisition
visit New Jersey. o Explaining the impact that geography has on the state of New
= that New Jersey’s location and excellent transportation system Jersey.
make it easy for people in neighboring areas to travel in and out o explaining that minerals are used to develop gravel and materials for
of the state for both work and recreation. roads.
* And name various aspects of the state economy. o Traveling to and from New Jersey is easy and accessible.
= How to locate specific places and calculate distances on a map. o Naming natural resources found in the state of New Jersey.
» Recognize cause-and-effect relationships. o Settling in New Jersey is due to geography.
= Explain the impact that geography has on the state of New o discussing the roles of the three branches of government.

Jersey.
= that Minerals are used to develop building
materials and gravel for roads.

= Forests and natural areas provide clean air, wood for building,
and recreation for visitors.

= Lakes supply water for drinking and recreation.
= New Jersey is a leading producer of blueberries,

cranberries, cucumbers, and tomatoes. Livestock is also raised in
New Jersey, including horses.

= Geography led many people to settle in New Jersey, especially
for the ports.

= New Jersey’s excellent transportation system

allows people to easily travel to and from New York City and
Philadelphia.

= The roles of the Legislative, Executive, and Judicial branches of
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Unit 3: What is it Like to Live in New Jersey Today?
Grade 4 Social Studies

Acquisition

government
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Unit 3: What is it Like to Live in New Jersey Today?
Grade 4 Social Studies

ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE (DIAGNOSTIC / FORMATIVE / SUMMATIVE)

Assessments
Evaluation Criteria Assessment Evidence
Performance Task(s):
Rubrics/Checklists: Project Plan Name
Additional reading Date

+ Hidden New Jersey, by Linda J. Barth

Our topic is

» The Legend of the Cape May Diamond, by Trinka Hakes Noble
1. What should the title of our brochure say?

* New Jersey, by Deborah Kent _ _
2. What image should we include on the cover of our brochure?

* How to Draw New Jersey’s Sights and Symbols, by Jaycee Kuedee
and Melody S.

» Mapping New Jersey Geography Information

3. What is a catchy slogan we can include on the cover of our brochure?

* Project Checklist

* Project Evaluation

Other Evidence:

LEARNING PLAN

Summary of Key Learning Events and Instruction:

Chapter 3: What's It Like to Live in New Jersey Today?
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Unit 3: What is it Like to Live in New Jersey Today?
Grade 4 Social Studies

SUPPORTING MATERIALS/RESOURCES/STRATEGIES FOR DIFFERENTIATION

Language & Vocabulary Support

» Visual Word Walls: Pair key terms with images and student-friendly definitions.
* Pre-teach Vocabulary: Use rating charts to assess familiarity and introduce words before lessons.

+ Sentence Stems: Scaffold speaking and writing with starters like “I believe __ because...”.

* Mix & Match Activities: Match vocabulary with definitions or images to build conceptual understanding.

Reading & Comprehension

* Modified Texts: Simplify language or add parenthetical definitions to complex words.
» Graphic Organizers: Use KWL charts, Venn diagrams, and timelines to structure thinking.
» Interactive Read-Alouds: Model comprehension strategies through think-alouds and predictions.

» Multimodal Access: Offer audio versions of texts or paired reading to reduce cognitive load.

Speaking & Listening
+ Structured Discussions: Small group conversations with guiding questions to build confidence.

* Turn & Talk / Think-Pair-Share: Frequent opportunities to process and verbalize ideas.

Differentiation Strategies for Diverse Learners

» Tiered Texts: Provide multiple reading levels on the same topic.

* Learning Menus: Offer choices in how students explore content (videos, articles, hands-on tasks).

Process

» Flexible Grouping: Rotate students through stations based on readiness or interest.

» Scaffolded Writing: Use sentence starters, fill-in-the-blanks, or word banks to support responses.

Link Community Charter School HJ@ Curriculum & Instruction
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Unit 3: What is it Like to Live in New Jersey Today?
Grade 4 Social Studies

» Choice Boards: Let students select tasks aligned to their strengths (e.g., draw, write, act).

Product

* Multiple Modalities: Allow students to show understanding through posters, skits, digital slides, or oral presentations.

* Rubric-Based Assessment: Use clear criteria that accommodate varied outputs.

Additional Supports

* Realia & Manipulatives: Use maps, photos, and artifacts to make abstract concepts concrete.
+ Cultural Connections: Invite students to share traditions or stories that relate to community and civics.

» Gallery Walks: Showcase student work to build pride and peer learning
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Unit 4: How Did the United States Develop Over Time?
Grade 4 Social Studies

STANDARDS ADDRESSED

New Jersey (NJSLS) - Grades 3-5 - Social Studies (2020)

6.1.5.CivicsPl.3: 6.1.5.CivicsPl.4: 6.1.5.CivicsP1.8: 6.1.5.CivicsPR.2: 6.1.5.CivicsHR.1: 6.1.5.GeoPP.1: 6.1.5.GeoPP.2:
6.1.5.GeoSV.2: 6.1.5.GeoSV.4: 6.1.5.GeoHE.1: 6.1.5.GeoHE.2: 6.1.5.EconNM.2: 6.1.5.EconNM.3: 6.1.5.EconGE.1:
6.1.5.HistoryCC.15: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.1:
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Unit 4: How Did the United States Develop Over Time?
Grade 4 Social Studies

DESIRED RESULTS

Established Goals

« Categorize the United States into five regions and analyze their physical and human characteristics.
» Explain indigenous lifeways in North America prior to European colonization.

* Analyze key documents and events that led to the founding of the United States.

» Discuss the sources of American rights and historical struggles for those rights.

 Investigate contributions of various groups to American identity.

* Express ideas about the American Dream through collaborative artwork.

Transfer

Students will be able to independently use their learning to...
« Label an unmarked U.S. map with the five regions and annotate key physical features (mountains, rivers, climate zones).

» Locate and plot major American Indian nations on their regional maps, then write an explanation of how environment and climate shaped each
nation’s shelters and lifestyles.

 List and explain in writing the rights guaranteed by the Constitution and Bill of Rights, then choose one amendment to illustrate through a short
creative skit or visual storyboard.

» Research a historical or contemporary figure whose actions expanded American rights (for example, suffrage leaders or civil rights activists), and
compose a one - page biography spotlighting that individual’s contributions.

» Design an individual quilt square for the American Dream project: select symbols, images, and words that draw on geography, indigenous
heritage, founding principles, rights struggles, or cultural contributions, then write an artist's statement explaining each element.
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Unit 4: How Did the United States Develop Over Time?
Grade 4 Social Studies

Transfer

Meaning

Big Ideas & Understandings

Essential Questions

Students will understand that...
» Geography influences settlement patterns, cultural development, and

economic activity in the United States.

* Indigenous communities adapted to and shaped their environments
long before the arrival of Europeans.

* Foundational documents reflect evolving notions of governance,
rights, and responsibilities.

* Rights in America have expanded over time through activism and
legal reforms.

* The American identity is enriched by contributions from diverse
cultural, ethnic, and social groups.

* Art and symbolism can capture complex historical and contemporary
ideas, such as the American Dream.

Students will keep considering...
* How does geography shape the way people live and work in different

parts of the United States?

What can we learn from indigenous societies about living sustainably
in North America?

Which events and documents were most pivotal in founding the
United States, and why?

How have Americans fought to secure and expand their rights?
In what ways have various groups contributed to the nation’s identity?

How can artistic expression help us articulate our vision of the
American Dream?

Link Community Charter School H@ Curriculum & Instruction
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Unit 4: How Did the United States Develop Over Time?

Grade 4 Social Studies

Acquisition

Knowledge

Skills

o

Students will know...

The five official regions of the United States, along with their key
physical features.

The locations and environmental adaptations of major American
Indian nations in each region.

Reasons colonists sought independence, and the significance of
the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of Independence, the
Constitution, and the Bill of Rights.

Examples of how individuals and groups have protected and
expanded rights over time.

Differences between enslavement and immigration, and
contributions made by both groups.

Students will be skilled at...

Locating and labeling the five regions on a U.S. map.

Describing important landforms, climates, and resources in each
region.

Summarizing how environment and climate influenced indigenous
shelters and lifestyles.

Listing reasons for colonial independence from Great Britain.

Analyzing excerpts from founding documents for ideas about
government and rights.

Identifying and describing rights guaranteed by the Constitution
and Bill of Rights.

Explaining the roles of activists, immigrants, and formerly enslaved
people in expanding American rights.

Using symbols and words to represent topics in American history.

Collaborating on a quilt square project to depict facets of the
American Dream.

Link Community Charter School
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Unit 4: How Did the United States Develop Over Time?
Grade 4 Social Studies

ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE (DIAGNOSTIC / FORMATIVE / SUMMATIVE)

Assessments

Evaluation Criteria Assessment Evidence

Performance Task(s):
Rubrics/Checklists: Project Plan

Project Evaluation
Project Checklist

Other Evidence:
« Exit tickets asking essential question reflections.

* Quick - writes analyzing primary - source excerpts.
» Vocabulary checks (sovereignty, amendment, treaty, migration).
« Teacher observations during jigsaw and role - play activities.

* Peer - and self - assessment rubrics for group presentations and
quilt - making.

LEARNING PLAN

Summary of Key Learning Events and Instruction:

Chapter 4: How did the United States Develop Over Time?
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Unit 4: How Did the United States Develop Over Time?
Grade 4 Social Studies

SUPPORTING MATERIALS/RESOURCES/STRATEGIES FOR DIFFERENTIATION

Language & Vocabulary Support

» Visual Word Walls: Pair key terms with images and student-friendly definitions.
* Pre-teach Vocabulary: Use rating charts to assess familiarity and introduce words before lessons.

+ Sentence Stems: Scaffold speaking and writing with starters like “I believe __ because...”.

* Mix & Match Activities: Match vocabulary with definitions or images to build conceptual understanding.

Reading & Comprehension

* Modified Texts: Simplify language or add parenthetical definitions to complex words.
» Graphic Organizers: Use KWL charts, Venn diagrams, and timelines to structure thinking.
» Interactive Read-Alouds: Model comprehension strategies through think-alouds and predictions.

» Multimodal Access: Offer audio versions of texts or paired reading to reduce cognitive load.

Speaking & Listening
+ Structured Discussions: Small group conversations with guiding questions to build confidence.

* Turn & Talk / Think-Pair-Share: Frequent opportunities to process and verbalize ideas.

Differentiation Strategies for Diverse Learners

» Tiered Texts: Provide multiple reading levels on the same topic.

* Learning Menus: Offer choices in how students explore content (videos, articles, hands-on tasks).

Process

» Flexible Grouping: Rotate students through stations based on readiness or interest.

» Scaffolded Writing: Use sentence starters, fill-in-the-blanks, or word banks to support responses.
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Unit 4: How Did the United States Develop Over Time?
Grade 4 Social Studies

» Choice Boards: Let students select tasks aligned to their strengths (e.g., draw, write, act).

Product

* Multiple Modalities: Allow students to show understanding through posters, skits, digital slides, or oral presentations.

* Rubric-Based Assessment: Use clear criteria that accommodate varied outputs.

Additional Supports

* Realia & Manipulatives: Use maps, photos, and artifacts to make abstract concepts concrete.
+ Cultural Connections: Invite students to share traditions or stories that relate to community and civics.

» Gallery Walks: Showcase student work to build pride and peer learning
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Unit 5: What is it like to live in the United States Today?
Grade 4 Social Studies

STANDARDS ADDRESSED

New Jersey (NJSLS) - Grades 3-5 - Social Studies (2020)

6.1.5.CivicsPl.3: 6.1.5.CivicsPl.8: 6.1.5.CivicsP1.9: 6.1.5.CivicsPR.2: 6.1.5.CivicsHR.1: 6.1.5.GeoPP.1: 6.1.5.GeoSV.2:

6.1.5.GeoSV.4: 6.1.5.EconNM.2: 6.1.5.EconGE.1: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.15:
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Unit 5: What is it like to live in the United States Today?
Grade 4 Social Studies

DESIRED RESULTS

Established Goals

» Classify and locate urban, suburban, and rural communities, and use maps and globes to identify their locations.
» Explain how people adapt to and modify environments.

+ Describe how powers are divided under federalism and identify the roles of the three branches.

* Analyze how innovation in transportation and technology fuels economic growth.

» ldentify environmental challenges and evaluate strategies for protection and sustainability.

Transfer

Students will be able to independently use their learning to...
» Label and color a blank U.S. map to show urban, suburban, and rural areas, then write a short reflection on the benefits and challenges of each

community type.

* Research a chosen immigrant group: locating its source country on a globe, summarizing reasons for migration, identifying settlement challenges,
and creating an infographic or one-page profile of their contributions.

» Complete a federalism chart that defines which powers belong to the national versus state government, then match real-world examples (e.g.,
issuing driver’s licenses, declaring war) to the legislative, executive, or judicial branch.(In federalism, the cential government of the whole
country shares some power with smaller, regional governments (like states)

« Select one transportation or technology innovation, tracing its development in a timeline, analyzing its economic impact in a brief report, and
drafting rules or game pieces for a prototype board game that illustrates that innovation’s effects on trade and daily life.

+ Investigate an environmental issue affecting the United States, gathering data from articles or charts, drawing conclusions about human impact,
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Unit 5: What is it like to live in the United States Today?
Grade 4 Social Studies

Transfer

and writing a multi-step action plan that outlines what individuals, communities, and governments can do to help.
« Conduct focused research for the culminating “Life in the United States Today” presentation: locating facts on a U.S. map, selecting at least three
visuals (including a flag or logo), and composing a clear written summary that ties together geography, immigration, government, innovation, and

environment.

Meaning
Big Ideas & Understandings Essential Questions

Students will understand that... Students will keep considering...
« Urban, suburban, and rural settings shape daily life, services, and .

opportunities. o How does living in an urban, suburban, or rural community affect
« Immigrants bring diverse experiences, face challenges, and make people’s lives?

significant contributions to American society. > What hopes and obstacles do immigrants encounter when settling
+ The U.S. government balances power through federalism and three in the United States?

distinct branches. > In what ways does federalism and the three-branch system shape
+ Innovations in transportation and technology have fueled economic our rights and responsibilities?

growth and connectivity. > How have transportation and technology innovations influenced
« Environmental issues require informed actions by individuals, the American economy?

communities, and governments. > What environmental challenges does the United States face, and

how can they be addressed?
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Unit 5: What is it like to live in the United States Today?
Grade 4 Social Studies

Acquisition
Knowledge Skills
Students will know... Students will be skilled at:
. » Categorizing and locating urban, suburban, and rural areas on a U.S.
o Characteristics and examples of urban, suburban, and rural map.
communities. « Identifying immigrant source countries on a globe and explaining
o Major source countries for today’s immigrants and common push—pull factors.
reasons for migration. « Defining federalism, listing federal versus state responsibilities, and
o The principles of federalism and the structure of the legislative, matching roles to each government branch.
executive, and judicial branches. + Describing how specific innovations impacted trade, jobs, and daily
o Key transportation (railroads, highways, air travel) and technology life, design a related board game.
(internet, automation) innovations. « Drawing conclusions about environmental impacts using textual and
> Prominent environmental issues (pollution, climate change, visual data, propose actionable solutions.
resource depletion) and mitigation strategies. + Researching and synthesizing information to portray “life in the United
States today.”
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Unit 5: What is it like to live in the United States Today?
Grade 4 Social Studies

ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE (DIAGNOSTIC / FORMATIVE / SUMMATIVE)

Assessments

Evaluation Criteria Assessment Evidence

Performance Task(s):

Rubrics/Checklists: Project Evaluation
Project Checklist

Other Evidence:
« Exit tickets asking essential question reflections.

* Quick - writes analyzing primary - source excerpts.
» Vocabulary checks (sovereignty, amendment, treaty, migration).
« Teacher observations during jigsaw and role - play activities.

* Peer - and self - assessment rubrics for group presentations and
culminating Activity (see above)

LEARNING PLAN

SUPPORTING MATERIALS/RESOURCES/STRATEGIES FOR DIFFERENTIATION

Link Community Charter School HJ@ Curriculum & Instruction Page 33 of 40


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Wm26rAdx9O55T3LvlsiTp-EpkdSZMC8C/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tfxYr-mF5ZqIKIUx0DwVqFZJ-oJ68eBc/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.powerschool.com/classroom/curriculum-and-instruction/

Unit 6: How Are People Connected Throughout the World?
Grade 4 Social Studies

STANDARDS ADDRESSED

New Jersey (NJSLS) - Grades 3-5 - Social Studies (2020)

6.1.5.GeoSV.4: 6.1.5.EconGE.1: 6.1.5.EconGE.2: 6.1.5.EconGE.4: 6.1.5.HistoryUP.7:
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Unit 6: How Are People Connected Throughout the World?
Grade 4 Social Studies

DESIRED RESULTS

Established Goals

« Students will be able to:

« Utilize geographic tools and technologies to identify locations and describe spatial relationships.
* Apply latitude and longitude to determine absolute location.

* Explain how human activities adapt to and modify the environment.

» Compare forms of government and their impact on citizens.

« Explain how specialization and trade connect regions.

+ Identify global issues and how people collaborate to address them.

Transfer

Students will be able to independently use their learning to...
» Use paper and digital maps to locate places by latitude and longitude, then annotate an unmarked world map with regions, countries, and key

geographic features.

* Research a chosen culture’s language, customs, arts, or traditions, and create a stand-alone poster that categorizes those cultural elements and
explains how they connect with other communities.

+ Investigate two forms of government, completing a pro/con comparison chart, and writing a summary that weighs each system’s advantages and
drawbacks.

» Trace the origin of a familiar product on a globe or map, mapping supply-chain routes, and writing a brief cause-and-effect explanation of how
specialization and trade link nations.
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Unit 6: How Are People Connected Throughout the World?

Grade 4 Social Studies

Transfer

» Select a real-world global issue (e.g., climate change, public health, resource scarcity), researching existing international responses, and
independently drafting a multi-level action plan outlining steps individuals, communities, and governments can take.

» Conduct focused research on one aspect of a foreign country (geography, culture, government, economy, or current issues), composing a clear
one-paragraph summary, and producing at least three visuals (including the flag) for the culminating group presentation.

Meaning

Big Ideas & Understandings

Essential Questions

Students will understand that...
* Maps and digital tools reveal relationships between people, places,

and environments.

» Culture is expressed through language, traditions, arts, and practices
that spread across borders.

« Different government systems shape how leaders and citizens
interact and make decisions.

» Economic interdependence arises when regions specialize in specific
resources and engage in trade.

* Global challenges require cooperation among individuals,
communities, organizations, and nations.

Students will keep considering...
* How do mapping tools help us see connections between people and

places?

* In what ways does culture link communities around the world?

+ What are the advantages and disadvantages of different government
systems?

* How does specialization and trade create economic ties across
regions?

* How can people work together to solve problems that affect the entire
planet?
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Unit 6: How Are People Connected Throughout the World?
Grade 4 Social Studies

Acquisition
Knowledge Skills
Students will know... Students will be skilled at...
» Types of geographic tools (physical map, political map, atlas, GIS, » Use latitude and longitude to pinpoint locations on maps and globes.
online mapping). « Compare the benefits of paper maps versus digital mapping tools.
* Elements of culture (language, cuisine, clothing, celebrations, arts). - Categorize cultural elements and illustrate how they travel between
* Major forms of government (democracy, monarchy, dictatorship, places.
republic). « Locate governments on a world map and analyze their pros and cons.
+ Concepts of specialization, production, import, and export. « Trace the origins of products and services on a globe and explain
« Examples of global issues (climate change, poverty, pandemic cause-and-effect relationships.
response). » Describe collaborative strategies used by countries and organizations
to address global issues.
* Propose an action plan that outlines individual, community, and
international steps for solving a chosen problem.

Link Community Charter School H@ Curriculum & Instruction Page 37 of 40


https://www.powerschool.com/classroom/curriculum-and-instruction/

Unit 6: How Are People Connected Throughout the World?
Grade 4 Social Studies

ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE (DIAGNOSTIC / FORMATIVE / SUMMATIVE)

Assessments
Evaluation Criteria Assessment Evidence
Performance Task(s):
Rubrics/Checklists: Project Checklist
Project Evaluation
Project Plan

Other Evidence:
« Exit tickets asking essential question reflections.

* Quick - writes analyzing primary - source excerpts.
» Vocabulary checks (sovereignty, amendment, treaty, migration).
« Teacher observations during jigsaw and role - play activities.

* Peer - and self - assessment rubrics for group presentations and
culminating Activity (see above)

LEARNING PLAN

Summary of Key Learning Events and Instruction:

Chapter 6: How Are People Connected Throughout the World?
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Unit 6: How Are People Connected Throughout the World?
Grade 4 Social Studies

SUPPORTING MATERIALS/RESOURCES/STRATEGIES FOR DIFFERENTIATION

Language & Vocabulary Support

» Visual Word Walls: Pair key terms with images and student-friendly definitions.
* Pre-teach Vocabulary: Use rating charts to assess familiarity and introduce words before lessons.

+ Sentence Stems: Scaffold speaking and writing with starters like “I believe __ because...”.

* Mix & Match Activities: Match vocabulary with definitions or images to build conceptual understanding.

Reading & Comprehension

* Modified Texts: Simplify language or add parenthetical definitions to complex words.
» Graphic Organizers: Use KWL charts, Venn diagrams, and timelines to structure thinking.
» Interactive Read-Alouds: Model comprehension strategies through think-alouds and predictions.

» Multimodal Access: Offer audio versions of texts or paired reading to reduce cognitive load.

Speaking & Listening
+ Structured Discussions: Small group conversations with guiding questions to build confidence.

* Turn & Talk / Think-Pair-Share: Frequent opportunities to process and verbalize ideas.

Differentiation Strategies for Diverse Learners

» Tiered Texts: Provide multiple reading levels on the same topic.

* Learning Menus: Offer choices in how students explore content (videos, articles, hands-on tasks).

Process

» Flexible Grouping: Rotate students through stations based on readiness or interest.

» Scaffolded Writing: Use sentence starters, fill-in-the-blanks, or word banks to support responses.

Link Community Charter School HJ@ Curriculum & Instruction
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Unit 6: How Are People Connected Throughout the World?
Grade 4 Social Studies

» Choice Boards: Let students select tasks aligned to their strengths (e.g., draw, write, act).

Product

* Multiple Modalities: Allow students to show understanding through posters, skits, digital slides, or oral presentations.

* Rubric-Based Assessment: Use clear criteria that accommodate varied outputs.

Additional Supports

* Realia & Manipulatives: Use maps, photos, and artifacts to make abstract concepts concrete.
+ Cultural Connections: Invite students to share traditions or stories that relate to community and civics.

» Gallery Walks: Showcase student work to build pride and peer learning
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