
Grade 4 Reading Workshop PILOT
Link Community Charter School

SUGGESTED DURATIONUNITS (2/5 SELECTED)

22 lessonsUnit 1: Close Reading of Fiction Characters and Theme

20 lessonsUnit 2: Nonfiction Reading :Rocks and Volcanoes

1 lessonUnit 4: Historical Fiction Reading

1 lessonUnit 5: Test Preparation

1 lessonUnit 6: Biography Reading
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STANDARDS ADDRESSED

New Jersey (NJSLS) - Grade 4 - English Language Arts ELA (2020)

NJSLSA.R2 NJSLSA.R3 NJSLSA.R4 RL.4.1 RL.4.2 RL.4.3 RL.4.4 RL.4.10 RF.4.4 RF.4.4.a NJSLSA.L6

L.4.1
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DESIRED RESULTS

Established Goals
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Transfer

Students will be able to independently use their learning to:
-Use the characters and themes of the books they are reading to build awareness about others.
-Read and understand characters, and analyze themes across picture books such as our Mentor Text, Milo Imagines the World.
-Read accurately, improving prosody and expression.
-Use the life lessons woven by authors into their texts and apply those lessons to our own lives.
-read fiction deeply, step into the shoes of the characters in the text,
-Use evidence from the text to determine which themes are central to them and are supported by evidence from the text.

Meaning

Big Ideas & Understandings Essential Questions

Students will understand that...

• Reading partnerships are a way to share and develop a deep

appreciation for the shared responsibility of a partnership.

• Mentor texts serve as guidance as we work through our own picture

books

• In our workshop, we support each other in a caring community in

which people see others and treat others with kindness.

• How can we more deeply understand the characters in our fiction

books and in our communities?

• How can we learn alongside our characters as they learn lessons so

that our story themes help us to see and treat one another with

kindness? -

Unit 1: Close Reading of Fiction Characters and Theme
Grade 4 Reading Workshop PILOT

Link Community Charter School Curriculum & Instruction Page 5 of 21

https://www.powerschool.com/classroom/curriculum-and-instruction/


Acquisition

Knowledge Skills

Students will know...

• how to read more fluently and accurately

• that while reading, they will pay close attention to the text, and focus

on expression.

• that figurative language pushes us to read in between the lines, to

uncover deeper meanings.

• How to interpret metaphors, similes, and symbolism and develop

nuanced vocabulary for talking about emotions in themselves and in

their characters.

Students will be skilled at...

• identifying and analyzing figurative language.

• shopping for books, setting up their reader's notebooks and respond

to reading.

• reading with expression

• reading short passages with accuracy and prosody

• reading between the lines to uncover the deeper meaning of the text.

• interpreting metaphors, similes and symbolism.
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ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE (DIAGNOSTIC / FORMATIVE / SUMMATIVE)

Assessments

Evaluation Criteria Assessment Evidence

Rubrics/Checklists:

Performance Task(s):
Bend 1: Listening in to rough partnerships, talking about books and matching
students to roughly right texts.
As students work in partnerships listen in, confer with each team and

complete a running record of reading, errors, expression and prosody.

Read Aloud: Invite students to respond to writing in short response and long
response form.

Reader's Notebook collections and assessment

Vocabulary Assessments formative and summative

Other Evidence:

-Oral Reading Fluency Assessment: as students work in partnerships listen
in, confer with each team and complete a running record of reading, errors,
expression and prosody
Listening Comprehension/Constructed Response
Listening Comprehension/Constructed Response
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LEARNING PLAN

Summary of Key Learning Events and Instruction:

Bend 1 Overview:
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SUPPORTING MATERIALS/RESOURCES/STRATEGIES FOR DIFFERENTIATION

Strategies for Differentiation:

• Leveled texts: Offer picture books, chapter books, and excerpts at varied reading levels on the same theme.

• Audiobooks or read-alouds: Support struggling readers with audio versions or teacher-led readings.

• Text sets: Provide multiple texts by the same author or on the same topic to deepen understanding

• Choice boards: Let students choose from activities like drawing a character map, writing a diary entry, or creating a theme collage.

• Tiered questioning: Use open-ended questions with varying complexity (e.g., “What is the theme?” vs. “How does the author develop the theme

through figurative language?”).

• Flexible grouping: Rotate partnerships based on skill level, interest, or learning style.

• Creative responses: Allow options like comic strips, skits, or digital slideshows to demonstrate comprehension.

• Written reflections: Scaffold with sentence starters or graphic organizers for students who need support.

• Oral presentations: Let students share insights verbally if writing is a challenge

• Classroom library zones: Organize books by genre, level, or theme so students can self-select with confidence.

• Quiet corners: Provide calm spaces for independent reading or reflection.

• Visual supports: Anchor charts, vocabulary walls, and figurative language posters reinforce key concepts

• Exit tickets: Quick daily check-ins to gauge understanding.

• Reading conferences: One-on-one chats to personalize goals and strategies.

• Rubrics with student input: Co-create success criteria to build ownership.
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STANDARDS ADDRESSED

New Jersey (NJSLS) - Grade 4 - English Language Arts ELA (2020)

NJSLSA.R1 RI.4.4 RI.4.10 W.4.9 W.4.9.b NJSLSA.SL1 NJSLSA.L6 L.4.6 RI.4.7 NJSLSA.W2 W.4.2
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DESIRED RESULTS

Established Goals

Unit 2: Nonfiction Reading: Rocks and Volcanoes
This non-fiction research unit on Rocks and Volcanoes has three major goals: The primary goal of this research unit is to support students in developing their
non-fiction reading skills, equipping them with the necessary skills to research any non-fiction topic effectively. A second goal is for students to learn a
tremendous amount about processes that shape the Earth, especially weathering, erosion, and glaciers. The third goal of this non-fiction research unit is for
students to develop their ability to read complex, grade-level, non-fiction texts effectively.

Transfer

Students will be able to independently use their learning to read and research non-fiction topics, revise and grow their existing knowledge base, select related
topics to research, and publish original text and add to a classroom bin as newly published reference material.

Meaning

Big Ideas & Understandings Essential Questions

Students will understand that...

• Activating prior knowledge about a topic will help them integrate their

existing knowledge base into new learning.

• Prior knowledge can be revised and grow into new and deeper

learning.

• The Earth's processes, like erosion, weathering, and glaciers, help to

shape it.

• themes and central ideas exist in text selections and over an entire

Students will keep considering...

• • In what ways is the Earth shaped by earthquakes, volcanoes, water,

and wind? • How can we build knowledge and vocabulary as we

research a topic by reading across a text set?
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Meaning

text.

• We build knowledge and vocabulary as we research a topic by

reading across a text set.

• Themes and central ideas exist in text selections and over an entire

text.

• We build knowledge and vocabulary as we research a topic by

reading across a text set.

Acquisition

Knowledge Skills

Students will know...

• How to activate prior knowledge while learning deeper concepts.

• How to use text sets to begin their research, and that "start here texts

present an overview of the topic

• how to determine and identify the central ideas of individual sections

of a text.

• How to identify the central ideas around an entire text and individual

sections of text.

• How to synthesize information across several texts.

• How to compare and contrast information across texts.

• How to choose another topic connected to the first research topic to

Students will be skilled at...

• Researching non-fiction discipline topics of choice

• Learning about the processes that help to shape the earth, like

erosion, glaciers, and weathering.

• Activating existing knowledge and connecting it to new learning.

• Determining the central ideas and key details an author teaches

• Determining the central ideas of individual sections. Determining the

central ideas of an entire text Synthesizing information from across

several texts.

• Comparing and contrasting information they are learning across

texts.
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Acquisition

develop vocabulary and deepen comprehension. • Choosing connected topics for researching to deepen

comprehension and increase vocabulary usage and development
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ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE (DIAGNOSTIC / FORMATIVE / SUMMATIVE)

Assessments

Evaluation Criteria Assessment Evidence

Rubrics/Checklists:

Performance Task(s):
Bend 1: Create an overarching theme based on the selected research topic.
Present and share with classmates.
Bend 2: Students prepare their research and plan to teach younger students
about their topics. Students may also write a letter to the administration
stating reasons why they should have time to present their ideas to their
younger classmates.
Bend 3: student complete their research and record a short film about why
their research matters.

Other Evidence:
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LEARNING PLAN

Summary of Key Learning Events and Instruction:
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SUPPORTING MATERIALS/RESOURCES/STRATEGIES FOR DIFFERENTIATION

• Tiered Texts: Use leveled nonfiction texts about igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic rocks or types of volcanoes. Pair with visuals and glossaries

for accessibility.

• Multimodal Resources: Include videos, diagrams, and hands-on models to support visual and kinesthetic learners

• Pet Rock Project: Invite students to bring in a “pet rock” and classify it using observable properties—great for tactile learners.

• Lab Stations: Rotate through stations like rock sorting, volcano model building, and erosion simulations. Each station can be scaffolded with sentence

frames or challenge questions.

• Graphic Organizers: Use Venn diagrams to compare rock types or volcano structures; flowcharts to show the rock cycle or eruption sequence.

• Choice-Based Inquiry: Let students choose a question to investigate (e.g., “Why do some volcanoes erupt violently?”) and guide them through

research using curated sources

• Creative Expression: Students can:

◦ Write a “day in the life” of a rock or volcano.

◦ Create a comic strip showing the rock cycle.

◦ Build a 3D volcano model and explain its type.

• Tech Integration: Use apps or digital slides for students to present findings, especially helpful for those who thrive with tech or need alternative output

modes

• Plate Tectonics Explorers: Dive deeper into how tectonic plates cause volcanic activity. Use maps and simulations to track real-world volcanoes.

• Geo-Journalism: Have advanced learners write a news report on a famous eruption (e.g., Mt. Vesuvius or Kīlauea), integrating science and literacy.

• Vocabulary Builders: Use word walls, illustrated glossaries, and sentence stems like “This rock is ___ because ___.”

• Collaborative Roles: Assign roles in group work (e.g., geologist, recorder, presenter) to support social-emotional growth and equitable participation.

• Reflection Prompts: “What surprised you about volcanoes?” or “How does the rock cycle remind you of change in life?”
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