
 

 

May 10, 2020 

Dear Link families, 

As we all continue to navigate this crisis, we hope that you and your families are staying safe and healthy. As 
you are likely aware, Governor Murphy has announced the continuation of school closure due to the COVID-19 
Coronavirus. We know that this has been a challenging time but we are grateful for the opportunities we have 
had to work with our scholars remotely. We are reaching out to share some updates as we head into the final 
weeks of school: 

School Calendar and End of Year Activities 

Here are some changes to the end of the year calendar: 

 From Monday, June 8 to Friday, June 12th, we will schedule a number of virtual end of year activities 
for all grades. 

 Unfortunately we will be unable hold Field Day on Friday, June 12th..  

 We will adjust the end of the school year by using two snow days, and close the 2019-2020 school year 
on Tuesday, June 16th. On Monday, June 15th and Tuesday, June 16th, we are scheduled for early 
dismissal. Classes for all grades end on June 16th. 

 6th graders will take part in our Annual Stepping Up Ceremony as they transition to 7th grade on 
Monday, June 15th. 

 Report cards and year end award certificates will be mailed out the week after school ends. 
 

8th Grade Activities and Graduation 

We are excited to celebrate our 8th grade class as they prepare to transition to high school. Pursuant to the 
Governor’s order to all schools, public and private schools are NOT permitted to hold in person graduation 
ceremonies. All such events must be virtual. Therefore, Link is planning to hold virtual events for our 
graduating 8th graders and to share some fun, celebratory activities. Specifically,  

 A virtual graduation for the Class of 2020 will be held on Thursday, June 18th, at 6 pm. Detail will follow 
as we get closer to the date. 

 The 8th Grade Dance scheduled for June 5th has been cancelled for now. The Link Parent Association, 
which hosts the dance, is considering a fall event, if restrictions on group events ease. 

 The 8th grade trip to Philadelphia has been cancelled, and refunds will be issued in cash when families 
pick up 8th grade graduation items in June. (More information about the pick-up of items soon.) 
 

We know that this closure has been particularly difficult for our 8th graders and that we cannot replace an in-
person graduation and other events, but we will do what we can to engage everyone in fun activities.   

Feedback on Distance Learning and School Closure 

We will be sending out surveys to both students and parents in the coming weeks to gather information about 
everyone’s experience during the school closure. Please take some time to reflect on your experience and to 
speak with your child/children regarding what they have encountered so that you can all help us both evaluate 
what we are doing now and prepare for future needs. Your perspective matters. 

 



FREE Summer Programming, all Grades 

Despite providing a robust distance learning program for the past two months, we know that summer learning 
will be necessary to support student growth and to prevent learning slide (a loss of academic skills and 
knowledge during lengthy breaks from school such as summer). We hope you will consider enrolling your child 
in Link’s free, remote summer program for all 5th, 6th, and 7th graders, from Monday, July 6th to Friday, July 31st. 
Students will engage in ELA, math, and arts programming each day. All enrolled students will receive a school 
Chrome Book and supplies for the program. Activities and programming will begin at 8:30 am and run till 2:30 
pm with a break for lunch. Classes will be conducted remotely but in real time, working with teachers at 
specific class times. All students will be offered lunch during the program dates. We know that many summer 
programs are making final decisions about their ability to offer in-person activities.  To best plan a program 
that meets our students and families’ needs, we ask you to complete a brief SURVEY on summer programming. 
Click here for the survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RYKXHWG.  

We continue to face unprecedented times but together we remain strong, supporting one another. We will 
reach out to you with more information soon, but in the meantime, please email us at link@linkschool.org 
with any questions you might have.  

Sincerely, 

                            

Maria Pilar Paradiso     Kathleen M. Hester 
Head of School      Executive Director 
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